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Abstract:

The Development of Political Thought in Yemen
Between 1930-1962

Researcher: Ismael Kahtan

Sana’a University, Faculty of Arts, Department of History
Supervisor: Dr. Ahmed Qaid Al-Saidi

The researcher studied the political
thought in Yemen in the period 1930
and 1962, an area which has not been
explored before by any researcher. It is
the era which marked the end of the
Imam’s rule in the Northern Yemen.
This era witnessed the development of
factors which lead to the revolution
against the colonial presence in
Southern Yemen which ended its
occupation to Aden later in 1967.

The researcher focused on the
study of political thought in the two
parts of Yemen (north and south)
during the 30 years which preceded the
1962 Revolution.

The researcher studied the history of
the political movements and
organizations in North Yemen and South
Yemen which contribution to the
development of the political thought in
Yemen which included its origin,
progress, divisions, breakouts, and the
political alliances of these organizations.
The study also monitored the political
ideas for each organization and how it
effected the unfolding of events.

The research includes a prologue, four
chapters, an afterward, and the appendices.

The Prologue: It is a summary of
the political, economical, and social
situation in the Mutawakili Kingdom
and the occupied Aden and the other
colonized cities. There are discrepancies
in the situation in the north and Aden
and the other occupied cities.

Chapter One: It covers the factors
which contribution to shaping and
developing the political thought. This
includes internal and external factors.
The political thought in Yemen
between 1930 and 1962 was not an ad
hoc product but rather it has roots in the
Islamic  political ~ thought.  The
contemporary intellectual schools also
played a role on shaping the intellectual
thoughts of the Yemeni youth through
the Arabic books, the newspapers, and
magazines which were available in
Aden or smuggled into the north.

Among the internal factors is the
heritage which was manifested in the
Islamic political thought developed by
the Islamic intellectual groups as well
as the scholars and the Mujtahideen (A
term used to describe senior scholars
who are able to derive Islamic rules and
apply them to contemporary issues).
Among the factors which shaped the

-22006 gale - AL a0

8.
$ayi ASalelt amela alome @



~#1962-1930 Saull B abuadl ymiali y plas Ay adule

development of the political thought in
Yemen are the internal and external
policies of the Mutawakili Kingdom,
the failed 1948 coup and its
consequences, and the 1955 failed coup
and its consequences and political
controversies. The colonization and its
policies in the south and the local
organizations and  parties  also
contributed to shaping the political
thought, the national movement which
called for both the freedom of the south
from the English occupation and to the
establishment ~ of the  Yemeni
unification, the collapse of the Zaidi
Imamates rule in the north, and the
establishment of a republican regime.

The external factors include the
writings of the Islamically-oriented Arab
intellectuals and the Arab nationalist
movements in the 19th century until the
end of the Turkish era. Also included is
the Palestinian issue, the 1952 Revolution
in Egypt, the literature of the nationalist,
Islamist, and communist parties, and the
establishment of the first attempt for an
Arab union between Egypt and Syria
which failed later.

Chapter Two: It includes the most
important issues pertaining to the

political thought in north Yemen which
is the concept of Imamate that ruled
Yemen for more than 1000 years.

Chapter Three: It includes the
most important political thought in south
Yemen: the concept of autonomy which
called for an independent governance in
the colonized Aden; the concept of the
Arab South which called for the
recognition of a union of Aden and other
colonized cities without recognizing that
it is a Yemeni union; and the concept of
Southern Yemen which opposed the
previous two concepts that called for the
breakout of Aden from Yemen under the
slogan “Aden is for Adenis”. This
thought developed until it reached the
concept of armed struggle which was
adapted by the Arab nationalist
movement in 1961.

Chapter Four: It covers the most
important issues related to the political
thought throughout Yemen which
included the Islamic unification, Arab
unification, and Yemeni unification. It
also covered the Palestinian issue and
the colonization.

The Afterward: It includes an
overall summary for the research and
its conclusions.
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